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On May 18, Argentina's public school teachers union confederation announced the resumption of
an indefinite strike to secure salary improvements and other demands. According to spokespersons
for the Education Workers Confederation (CTERA), negotiations with government representatives
underway for the past month had collapsed. Five provincial governments and the municipal
government of Buenos Aires had reportedly insisted on sanctions against teachers in the form
of salary deductions for a five-week strike ending on April 18. The CTERA effectively shut down
the nation's public schools from the beginning of the school semester in early March until April
20. According to a "truce" announced on April 18, the educators confederation and government
officials had agreed to negotiate a definitive solution to the teachers' salary demands. Since
then, the government of President Raul Alfonsin presented to the national congress a tax bill
earmarked for channeling funds to teacher payrolls. After a week of heated debate in the Chamber
of Deputies, the tax bill and other budget measures had yet to be approved. Consequently, said
the CTERA, with the lapsing of the one-month deadline to resolve the conflict, and the failure of
certain governmental authorities to release teachers' salaries, the strike has been resumed. The
Confederation also announced that a march to the capital city had begun, culminating in a rally
outside congressional offices on May 23. Throughout the five-week strike, the CTERA received full
support from Argentina's major labor group, the General Labor Confederation (CGT). On May
18, the CGT announced its support for the teachers once again, adding that it would continue to
promote negotiations with government officials to resolve the conflict. Meanwhile, spokespersons
for the nation's university faculties declared support for their counterparts in public primary and
secondary schools. (Basic data from DYN, Prensa Latina, 05/18/88)
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